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(54) PROBING METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To facilitate the initializing 
work such as wafer map setting with use of a plurality of 
probe units, reduce useless tests and avoid interrupting 
the operation of the units. 

SOLUTION: Host computer 2 forms initialized data 
common to probe units P and stores it in a memory 23. 
It loads this data on line on the units P and if required, 
an operating part of each unit P additionally enters data. 
In the basis of thus obtained initialized data, it executes 
the test of a chip on a wafer for example. Predicting and 
diagnosing programs are loaded from the host side to 
the units P to detect damage of consumable parts e.g. 
belts of motors, thereby predicting the replacement time 
thereof and contact condition of the probe needle and 
electrode pad at the wafer is diagnosed according to the 
diagnosing program during test. 
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